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access to the following Pods. To find these, simply log in to 
GCSEPod and enter the codes given into the search bar, or click 
the titles below if you’re using this PDF on a computer.
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LESSON 1: QUIZ

LESSON 1
Evaluating Texts: The Basics

Pod
• Evaluating Texts 

ENG-153-005

Quiz

Watch the pod and answer the questions below.  Circle your chosen answer.

1. When evaluating a text, you need to weigh up the:

a. pros and cons

b. facts and opinions

c. sources available

d. strengths and weaknesses

2. An evaluation question might invite you to:

a. discuss the feelings involved

b. compare texts

c. respond to a statement

d.  choose true or false

Click the Pod name to 
watch it now on gcsepod.com, or type the code into the search bar on the GCSEPod website!

https://members.gcsepod.com/shared/podcasts/chapter/76180
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LESSON 1: QUIZ

3. It’s really important to read the question and statement carefully so that you:

a. can compare the texts

b. understand what you are being asked to evaluate

c. know the facts and opinions

d. can move on to the next question

4. To help you, you should:

a. highlight key words in the question

b. read it once and that’s it

c. start writing straightaway

d. do nothing

5. Once you have highlighted the key words in the question and statement you should:

a. read over the extract again, highlighting any words or phrases that link to the 
focus of the question

b. start writing your response immediately

c. move on to the next question

d. do nothing

6. You should spend some time:

a. deciding what you want for lunch

b. deciding whether you agree or disagree with the statement

c. deciding whether to answer the question or not

d. deciding what colour pen to use

7. You should always agree with the statement:

a. True

b. False
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LESSON 1: QUIZ

8. You should write a short introduction stating whether you agree, disagree or somewhat 
agree:

a. True

b. False

9. Which of the following words can you use to help you infer? (Choose two)

a. Suggests

b. Implies

c. Supports

d. Develops

10. 10. When writing a PEE paragraph, you should use Explanation to:

a. show what you understand from the evidence

b. introduce new evidence

c. make a point

d. move on to a new paragraph
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LESSON 1: PRACTISE

PRACTISE

Your evaluation question will be worth a high number of marks, so it’s important that you 
approach it in the right way from the start.

1. It’s vital that you know the focus of the question so that you’re answering it correctly. 
Look at the annotations on the question below to help you, then for each evaluation 
question below, highlight the focus of the question and any other important information.
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LESSON 1: PRACTISE

 a.

Reread the text from line 20 to line 31. 

In this extract, we learn that the girls have many difficulties in life and are right to be 
angry. To what extent do you agree? 

In your response you could:

• consider your own impression of the girls’ lives

• evaluate how the writer presents the girls’ reactions

• support your opinions with quotations from the text

Space for annotations:

b.

Reread the text from line 17 to the end. 

After reading this text, a student said, ‘Ahmed acts foolishly. He is taking risks and could 
endanger his friends.’ To what extent do you agree? 

In your response you could:

• consider the reasons why Ahmed takes risks

• evaluate how the writer presents Ahmed’s actions

• support your opinions with quotations from the text

Space for annotations:
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LESSON 1: PRACTISE

c.

Reread the text from line 7 to line 15. 

In this extract, we learn that the father attempts to create a happy atmosphere for the 
children. To what extent do you agree?  

In your response you could:

• consider the ways in which the father tries to create a happy atmosphere

• evaluate how the writer presents the father’s attempts

• support your opinions with quotations from the text

Space for annotations:

2. In order to be successful when answering an evaluation question, you must know what you 
need to include and what your examiner is looking for.  
There are two parts to an evaluation question:

a. What the writer is presenting to us.

b. How the writer is presenting this information.

If you only write about one of these elements, you can’t secure all of the marks available.

In some exams, the bullet-points will guide you to include both these elements:
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LESSON 1: PRACTISE

Using the annotations above to support you, for each evaluation question below highlight the 
what and the how elements of the question:

a.

Reread the text from line 20 to line 31. 

In this extract, we learn that the girls have many difficulties in life and are right to be 
angry. To what extent do you agree? 

In your response you could:

• consider your own impression of the girls’ lives

• evaluate how the writer presents the girls’ reactions

• support your opinions with quotations from the text
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LESSON 1: PRACTISE

b.

Reread the text from line 17 to the end. 

After reading this text, a student said, ‘Ahmed acts foolishly. He is taking risks and could 
endanger his friends.’ To what extent do you agree? 

In your response you could:

• consider the reasons why Ahmed takes risks

• evaluate how the writer presents Ahmed’s actions

• support your opinions with quotations from the text

c.

Reread the text from line 7 to line 15. 

In this extract, we learn that the father attempts to create a happy atmosphere for the 
children. To what extent do you agree?  

In your response you could:

• consider the ways in which the father tries to create a happy atmosphere

• evaluate how the writer presents the father’s attempts

• support your opinions with quotations from the text
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LESSON 2: QUIZ

LESSON 2
Developing Approaches to Evaluation 

Pod
• Inference Skills 

ENG-153-003

Quiz

Watch the Pod and answer the questions below. Circle your chosen answers..

1. Inference is simply working out the meaning of a text from:

a. the clues and suggestions within it

b. the facts and opinions within it

c. what the characters do and say

d.  description of the setting

2. Implicit information is information that is:

a. stated clearly

b. a fact that can be proven

c. an opinion

d. implied or hinted at

Click the Pod name to 
watch it now on gcsepod.com, or type the code into the search bar on the GCSEPod website!

https://members.gcsepod.com/shared/podcasts/chapter/76353
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LESSON 2: QUIZ

3. To improve your inference skills, you need to think like a detective and:

a. solve a crime

b. look at the words on the page and think ‘What do these words suggest?’ and 
‘What can I deduce from this?’

c. explore only what the characters say

d. look for obvious meanings of words

4. When you infer things, you must make sure they are (choose two):

a. completely made up

b. within reason and linked to the text

c. justified with short, relevant quotations from the text

d. only about the characters

5. When inferring, it’s important to consider:

a. the writer’s purpose

b. what you had for breakfast

c. how long the story is

d.  the writer’s name

6. 6. Words can have different meanings depending on the text’s:

a. characters

b. setting

c. word count

d. context
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LESSON 2: QUIZ

7. The opening of a text can help you to:

a. make predictions about what will follow

b. decide whether you need to read it or not

c. know everything you need to know

d. answer all the questions in your exam

8. Endings can sometimes be used to:

a. set the scene

b.  introduce new characters

c. sum up everything that has happened

d. introduce dialogue between characters

9. Adjectives are:

a. doing words, e.g. ‘run’

b. words that describe the action, e.g. ‘run fast’

c. words that are the name of a person, place or object, e.g. ‘wobbly table’

d. words that describe the noun, e.g. ‘wobbly table’

10. When writing a PEE paragraph, you should use Explanation to:

a. show what you understand from the evidence

b. introduce new evidence

c. make a point

d. compare the text to something else you have read
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LESSON 2: PRACTISE

PRACTISE
The best approach to ensure you cover all elements of the mark scheme is:

Point
Make a point linked to the focus of the text and state 
whether you agree, disagree, or somewhat agree. How

Evidence Select a quotation from the text to back up your point.

Explanation
Explain what you understand from the text. Use implicit 
and explicit information to help you.

WhatLanguage
How has the writer used language devices? Name the 
device if you can and select a short quotation.

Effect
How does the language make you think, feel and 
imagine?

This method will support you in covering all the elements of the mark scheme.

1. Once you have worked out the focus of the question and considered whether you agree 
or disagree, you need to reread the text, selecting 3-4 pieces of evidence that prove your 
point.

a. Highlight the focus and key information in the question below.

Reread the text from line 16 (‘In the garden …’) to the end. 

A reader said, ‘This part of the story is very mysterious and suggests there is more for 

Sam to discover about Aunt Sarah and her house.’  To what extent do you agree? 

In your response you could:

• consider Sam’s experience with Aunt Sarah and the house 

• evaluate how the writer creates a sense of mystery 

• support your opinions with quotations from the text
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LESSON 2: PRACTISE

2. Now read the text and highlight 3-4 pieces of information that will help you answer the 
question (remember to use bullet point 1 and bullet point 2 to help you). 
 
While you read and annotate using the example below as a model, remember to ask 
yourself what questions:

• What do we learn about Sam’s relationship with Aunt Sarah?

• What do we learn about Aunt Sarah and her thoughts about Sam?

• What do we learn about the house?

And how questions:

• How does the writer use language to create a sense of mystery?
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Extract

After lunch, he’d been playing with the soldiers in the library when, suddenly aware of 

the silence, he’d looked up to find Aunt Sarah in the half-open doorway. 

“Your father gave you those, then, did he?” 

Pleased at her interest, Sam brightened: “Yes, for my birthday. D’you like them?” He 

looked down at the red and deep blue they wore, not the colour of Father’s old uniform 

that Mother had hidden in her wardrobe back home. “I think they’re meant to be soldiers 

from the olden days.” 

She grunted. “Soldiers are soldiers,” she said after a moment, “and they all end up in the 

same place, no matter the colour of their uniform.”  

Sam bit his lip and stared at the lines of soldiers until he knew he wouldn’t cry but, when 

he looked up again, the doorway was empty, and he’d managed to avoid crossing paths 

with his aunt for the rest of the afternoon. 

Now, standing at the foot of the attic stairs, he couldn’t quite remember how he’d ended 

up here, and he looked down at the soldier in his hand. The small nose shone dully 

where the paint had rubbed away. “I’m not afraid of her,” he whispered to the tin figure. 

In the garden below, the old woman saw Sam’s face vanish, and turned to look back 

out at the deep-sea shadows of late afternoon. The boy was curious, like all little boys. 

His father had been like that, she remembered: he had never broken things when he 

visited, like her other nephews, he could be trusted to leave a room as he found it, but 

she would know he had not left it untouched. This one was the same. She imagined him 

now, standing at the bottom of the stairs to the attic – the ones she had shown him when 

they first arrived, and warned him not to climb, knowing that, each time he passed, he 

would hesitate, draw closer, gaze up at the door, wondering. 

Perhaps, Aunt Sarah thought, looking at the fish-thin bones of her hands, she should 

have explained why he could not climb the stairs to enter the attic. She stretched out her 

fingers towards the last of the sunlight, warm on the wool blanket. It didn’t matter; he 

would find out soon enough. 

At the top of the stairs, breathing quietly so as not to disturb anything, Sam reached out 

his hand.
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LESSON 2: PRACTISE

3. Complete the planning grid below with the information you found in the text.  The first one 
has been done for you.

Point I agree there is more to discover about Aunt Sarah.

Evidence “I’m not afraid of her,” he whispered to the tin figure.

Explain
Aunt Sarah isn’t very friendly to Sam and he doesn’t seem to know her 
very well. Sam is talking to the soldier but trying to convince himself not 
to be afraid of Aunt Sarah.

Language The writer uses the verb ‘whispered’.

Effect
This makes us think that Sam doesn’t want Aunt Sarah to hear him or 
know what he’s up to, which creates a sense of mystery.

Point

Evidence

Explain

Language

Effect

Point

Evidence

Explain

Language

Effect
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4. Two students answering this question wrote the following responses. Using the Tips for 
Success below, decide which of the responses best meets all the elements of the mark 
scheme.

Student A

Aunt Sarah is really mean to Sam, he is a young boy who has moved away from home 

and she doesn’t even play with him.  I agree she does seem mysterious when she says, 

‘she should have explained why he could not climb the stairs to enter the attic.’ because 

she obviously knows there’s something to hide in the attic and she should tell Sam but 

she’s not going to.  So, I agree that the text is mysterious for these reasons.

Student B

I agree there is a sense of mystery in this part of the story. Aunt Sarah knows there is more 

for Sam to discover about the house. She knows, “she should have explained why he 

could not climb the stairs to enter the attic” which suggests there is something to hide 

up there or a mystery to be uncovered but she doesn’t seem to be stopping him.  The 

word ‘should’ makes us think that Aunt Sarah is secretly enjoying watching Sam uncover 

the mysteries of the house.

Tips for Success

• Make evaluative comments about the ideas in the text.

• Show understanding of the how the writer uses language and/or structure for effect.

• Use quotes from the text.

• Make comments in response to the focus of the question.

Notes: 
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LESSON 2: PRACTISE

For this section, a teacher should preferably review your work.

5. Using your completed grid from question 3, write out your response to the question.  
You should aim to write three paragraphs, each containing every element of the Tips for 
Success. Use the space below for this task, or a separate sheet of paper.
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APPLY

APPLY
For this section, a teacher should preferably review your work.

1. Read the full extract below and write up your answer to the question using PEELE 
paragraphs. Remember to follow the steps you have practised. Use a separate sheet of 
paper for your answer.

Steps to Success
• Read the question and highlight the focus.

• Consider whether you agree, disagree or somewhat agree.

• Read the extract and highlight 3-4 pieces of information that will help you support 
your opinion.

• Annotate each piece of information for what it tells us, and how the writer uses 
language to create an effect – what it makes us think, feel, or imagine.

Text A

Lisa’s stomach grumbled. 

The car horn was still going, irritating as the whine of a mosquito on a hot night. 

You don’t know these people, she said to herself. They might be perfectly nice: stop 
moaning. You sound like that car horn. The thought of a day at the call-centre, heat 
trapped beneath the low ceiling and bouncing down the lines, pressed down on her, 
making her head ache. 

She hadn’t slept well last night. Jim, supposedly sitting his first GCSE in three days, had 
staggered in after midnight, waking her up where she’d fallen asleep on the torn couch 
in front of some romcom. If he hadn’t made such a noise trying to lock the door behind 
him, she’d have thought he was a burglar – or worse, Pete, trying his luck with his old
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APPLY

keys. Once she’d said her piece to a half-conscious Jim, and turned off all the lights, she 
lay in bed, cooking in the tiny bedroom where the day’s oily heat always seemed to 
collect and congeal. 

She hadn’t had time to wake him properly this morning, yelling up the stairs before she 
slammed the door behind her.

Lisa rubbed her eyes fretfully, and rolled down the window on the passenger side, 
hoping for a breath of green air from the fields that bordered the motorway. 

To her left, an oak tree stood on a ridge, the crop running carefully around its huge 
base: it must have been standing there for several hundred years, judging by its size, 
Lisa thought. When she was little, they’d had an old oak in their garden; her mother had 
always complained it took the light from the back windows, but Lisa had loved to climb 
among its broad branches and, at night, she would listen to the quietening sounds of the 
birds it sheltered, settling for the night. 

The oak tree caught the sun across the fields now, like a beacon. 

The sudden blare of a horn close by shook Lisa’s gaze, and she turned back to the road: 
the cars in front were gone, moving away, gaps opening between them, and the cars 
behind her were pulling out to pass her. The couple in the car next to her would be long 
gone, she realised, into the rest of their pleasant day, while she sat stuck, in the middle of 
a road, past behind her, future ahead, with no exits, and everyone passing her. 

Slowly, she switched on the engine.

Tips for Success
• Make evaluative comments about the ideas in the text.

• Show understanding of the how the writer uses language and/or structure for 
effect.

• Use quotes from the text.

• Make comments in response to the focus of the question.
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